Ventricular rate control in the elderly: is digoxin enough?
The ventricular response in untreated patients with atrial fibrillation often exceeds 120 beats/min at rest. Digoxin can slow this rate, but its efficacy during exertion may be limited. Alternatives, or additions, to digoxin therapy include the beta blockers and diltiazem or verapamil. This review discusses the role of digoxin in relation to these other drugs, with particular reference to the elderly population.